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most sceptical reader is forced to admire them, and believe in
them.

Of Max we are taught from the first to form the highest ex-
pectations : the common soldiers and their captains speak of
him as of a perfect hero; the Cuirassiers had, at Pappenheim's
death, on the field of Liitzen, appointed him their colonel by
unanimous election.   His appearance answers these ideas : Max
is the very spirit of honor, and integrity, and young ardor, per-
sonified.    Though but passing into maturer age, he has al-
ready seen and suffered much; but the experience of the man
has not yet deadened or dulled the enthusiasm of the boy.   He
has lived, since his very childhood, constantly amid the clang
of war, and with few ideas but those of camps ; yet here, by a
native instinct, his heart has attracted to it all that was noble
and graceful in the trade of arms, rejecting all that was repul-
sive or ferocious.   He loves Wallenstein his patron, his gallant
and majestic leader : he loves his present way of life, because
it is one of peril and excitement, because he knows no other,
but chiefly because his young unsullied spirit can shed a re-
spleadent beauty over even the wastest region in the destiny
of man.   Yet though a soldier, and the bravest of soldiers, he
is not this alone.   He feels that there are fairer scenes in life,
which these scenes of havoc and distress but deform or de-
stroy ; his first acquaintance with the Princess Thekla unveils
to him another world, which till then he had not dreamed of;
a land of peace and serene elysian felicity, the charms of which
he paints with simple and unrivalled eloquence.    Max is not
more daring than affectionate;  he is merciful and gentle,
though his training has been under tents; modest and alto-
gether unpretending, though young and universally admired.
We conceive his aspect to be thoughtful but fervid, dauntless
but mild: he is the very poetry of war, the essence of a;
youthful hero.   We should have loved him anywhere; but
here, amid barren scenes of strife and danger, he is doubly dear

to us.

His first appearance wins our favor; Ms eloquence in senti-
ment prepares us to expect no common magnanimity in action.
It is as follows: Octavio and Questerib&rg are consulting on